
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
Where can you go in the Northumberland Dark 
Sky Park to enjoy the dark skies? 
 
Northumberland Dark Sky Park comprises the 
whole of Northumberland National Park and most 
of Kielder Water & Forest Park, totalling  572 
square miles or 14832 square kilometres. Because of the unpopulated nature of 
Northumberland Dark Sky Park if you get away from street lights you will be amazed by the 
number of stars you will be able to see on a clear night. 
 
There are rural residences in dark sky areas so please respect boundaries, access ways, 
privacy and the peace that comes with this location while star gazing.   
 
Kielder Observatory 
 
Kielder Observatory is located near Kielder Village and is Britain’s largest public observatory, 
having attracted more than 43,000 visitors since its opening in 2008. On average it stages 
30 events a month and the observatory is one of Northumberland’s most popular visitor 
attractions (TripAdvisor). With two large telescopes available it can help visitors probe the 
depths of our Universe. For more information on events and activities go to 
www.kielderobservatory.org 
 
Other Astronomical Societies 
 
These societies all run public star gazing events throughout the year. They include: 
 

 Sunderland Astronomical Society www.sunderlandastro.com 
 Newcastle Astronomical Society www.newcastleastronomical.org.uk  
 Northumberland Astronomical Society www.nastro.org.uk  
 Border Astronomical Society www.borderastronomicalsociety.com  

 
 
Dark Sky Discovery Sites 
 
Within the Dark Sky Park, we are identifying and enhancing sites suitable for star gazing. 
These are called Dark Sky Discovery Sites www.darkskydiscovery.org.uk . They have 
been chosen because of their proximity to facilities such as toilets and hostelries, which 
provide some additional comfort to observers. These Dark Sky Discovery Sites will be used 
to host public events throughout the year. 
 
The main Dark Sky Discovery Site in Northumberland National Park is located at Cawfields 
Picnic Site on Hadrian’s Wall. Located on the B6318, opposite The Milecastle Inn, it has 
24hr toilets and car park, is exceptionally dark (SQM: 21.14) and only 40 minutes from 
Newcastle. Other sites are being considered for Dark Sky Discovery Site status and will be 
announced shortly. 
 
However, if you just want to go out and discover for yourself the beauty of the night sky, here 
is a selection of Top Sites to star gaze from in the Dark Sky Park. The numbers  alongside 
each one refer to their Sky Quality Meter reading (SQM), which indicates their level of 
darkness. Numbers above 20 indicate a very high level of darkness.  

http://www.kielderobservatory.org/
http://www.sunderlandastro.com/
http://www.newcastleastronomical.org.uk/
http://www.nastro.org.uk/
http://www.borderastronomicalsociety.com/
http://www.darkskydiscovery.org.uk/


 

   
 

 
Please remember to be courteous to others living in the area, especially late at night when 
people maybe asleep nearby. This after all is Engalnd’s most tranquil county! 
 
Walltown Country Park 

 Location: Off the B6318 Nr Greenhead, Hadrian’s Wall 

 Grid Reference: NY 669659 

 Post Code: CA8 7JD 

 24hr Car Park 

 24hr Toilets 

 SQM: 21.13 

 
Greenhaugh Village (recommended before 10pm): 

 Location: North Tyne Valley, west of Bellingham 

 Lay-By 

 The Hollybush Inn (50m) 

 SQM: 21.42 

 
Byrness Village 

 Location: First right off the A68 at Byrness 

 Car Park / Lay By 

 Post Code: NE19 1TS 

 Forest View Walkers Inn (200m) 

 SQM: 21.62 

 
Elf Kirk View Point 

 Location: Off the C200 after Tower Knowe 
 Grid Reference: 695 861 
 Car Park 
 The Pheasant (Falstone) 3.5km 
 SQM: 21.09 (note reading taken in forest nest this location) 

 
Alwinton Car Park (recommended before 10pm): 

 Location: Alwinton centre  

 24hr Car Park 

 24 hr Toilets 

 The Rose & Thistle Inn (100m) 

 SQM: 21.50 

 
Ingram in the Breamish Valley (recomended before 10pm) 

 Location: off the A697, 10 miles south of Wooler  

 24hr Car Park at Bulby’s Wood Car Park 

 24 hr Toilets at Bulby’s Wood Car Park 

 SQM: 21.49 

 
Stonehaugh 

 Location: Off the Hexham to Bellingham Road, south of Wark 

 Lay-By 

 SQM: 21.23 

 
Wooler Common, Wooler 

 Location, 1 mile from Wooler town centre 

 24hr car park 

 SQM: 21.29 


