
INTRODUCTION
Northumberland is one big open air garden.   Home
to forests, wild upland hills and lovely river valleys,
Mother Nature was generous in providing all kinds
of landscape to enjoy for free. From the freshness of
spring blossoms to the warmth and depth of
autumn colours, Northumberland’s natural beauty is
open all year round to enjoy.
But Man has sometimes given Mother Nature a run
for her money. Northumberland is home to
spectacular gardens which will delight plantsmen,
gardeners and non-gardeners alike. And how is it
that one of the most famous landscape gardeners
Great Britain has ever produced earned his unusual
nickname? Read on to find out…

START: Belsay Village 

END: Belsay Village

JOURNEY TIMES
Belsay Hall and Gardens to Kirkharle 15 mins
Kirkharle Courtyard to 10 mins
Wallington House
Wallington House to Herterton 15 mins
House Gardens 
Herterton House Gardens to 45 mins
Belsay village

Arrive: Belsay Hall and Gardens (Belsay village)
Here’s why: Belsay is the perfect place to discover
how architecture and garden design developed
across several centuries. The Hall has all the
elegance and symmetry of a Greek temple and was
designed in 1807 by Sir Charles Monck on return
from his two year long European honeymoon.  The
Hall’s unusual Quarry Garden was also carefully
planned by him to produce a feeling of drama and
excitement and it still does.
Depart: Belsay Hall and Gardens
Here’s how: A696 (n) – B6342 (direction Hexham) –
Kirkharle Courtyard
Arrive: Kirkharle Courtyard
Here’s why: Lancelot “Capability” Brown (1716-
1783) was born at Kirkharle and educated at nearby
Cambo village school. Responsible for transforming
the landscapes and gardens of 18th century
England, he earned his unusual nickname after
discussions with his clients on whether or not their
landscape had “capabilities” of being transformed.
Enjoy lunch at the café or treat yourself to a local
craft whilst discovering more about Mr Brown and
his achievements.
Depart: Kirkharle Courtyard

green and 
Northumberland’s

pleasant land…

Photo: Kirkhale



Here’s how: B6342 (direction Rothbury) –at A696
junction continue on B6342 - Wallington House and
Gardens 
Arrive: Wallington House and Gardens

Here’s why: Fabulous house with all the trimmings
and elegance of the 18th century including fine
furniture, paintings and china, and a truly lovely
English walled garden to simply fall in love with.
Miss it and regret it.
Depart: Wallington House and Gardens

Here’s how: B6342 (n) – Cambo – continue on
B6342 (n) – in approx. 1 mile look for signs leading
right to Herterton House Gardens.
Arrive: Herterton House Gardens
Here’s why: Because at Herterton you get five
gardens in one acre. The creation of two people
over the last two decades, Herterton is the result of
a labour of love.   

Depart: Herterton House Gardens
Here’s how: Return to B6342(direction Wallington)
– take right turn to Knowesgate (narrow road) – join
A696(s) - Belsay
Arrive: Belsay village

WALK OPTIONS
• Bolam Lake Country Park – 9 miles west of 

Morpeth provides all the essentials for a free 
day out (small charge for car parking). Gentle-
on-the-eye scenery with walks to suit all the 
family, a 25 acre lake,  café and toilet facilities 
and special events.

DID YOU KNOW…
• Carlisle Park, Morpeth – is an award-winning 

park with The William Turner Physic Garden 
commemorating locally born William Turner 
(1508 – 1568) “The Father of English Botany”.  
(1533-1603).

NEAREST TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE (TIC)
• Morpeth +44  (0) 1670 535 200

USEFUL WEBSITES
www.visitnorthumberland.com
www.northumberland.gov.uk
www.disabledgo.com
www.traveline.info
www.nationaltrust.org.uk
www.english-heritage.org.uk
www.kirkharlecourtyard.net

• For current opening times and admission prices of visitor attractions you are advised to check the relevant websites given 
in each itinerary

• These itineraries have been planned to introduce you to the quieter country roads and secret corners of Northumberland.
Please drive carefully and park your vehicle with consideration in rural areas.  Some roads are unsuitable for long vehicles
including coaches and cars with trailers

• You are advised to use the itineraries in conjunction with a road map
• Each itinerary contains an approximate car journey time between different stages of the route and apply to the specific 

route given in the itinerary description. If you choose alternative routes then the journey times will alter.
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