H A D R I A N ’ S WA L L

Hadrian’s Wall
Can you imagine living in
the 2nd century? Picture the
scene – a vast six-metre high
wall spanned the northern
frontier of the Roman
Empire. Communities
lived in the shadow of an
imposing Roman Army,
marching along this epic
frontier on the very
northern edge of
a powerful Empire.
Almost 2,000 years on
and amazingly that Wall is
still here. The 73-mile long
World Heritage Site links
a range of forts, appearing
in places and curving and
winding through some of the
most beautiful countryside
you’ll ever see.

museums and live action
events, all just waiting for you
to step into England’s story
and discover our fascinating
Roman past. English Heritage

is guardian of four of the
best preserved Roman Sites;
Housesteads, Chesters and
Birdoswald Roman Forts as
well as Corbridge Roman
Some of this impressive feat Town. And close to the line
of engineering is hidden from of the Wall there are also
many non-Roman castles,
view now, but where you
gardens and priories to visit.
can see it you’ll find forts,

Birdoswald Roman Fort

Housesteads
Roman Fort

This beautiful fort is now an open
space to explore the fascinating
ruins. You can also see the longest
continuous stretch of Hadrian’s Wall.
Birdoswald is a popular stopping point
with walkers and cyclists, who rest their
weary legs in our cosy tearoom. We’ll
give you a warm Cumbrian welcome
and show you what life was like in
Roman times in our exhibition.

You’ll feel like you’re standing on the edge of the
world when you reach this iconic location, with
a 360° vantage point of dramatic scenery and
awe-inspiring views.
Fly through time and see the fort reconstructed
before your eyes in the museum, get up close
and personal with real Roman objects and
marvel outside at the fort. It’s one of the best
preserved in the country with ancient drainage,
heating systems and latrines (aka communal
toilets). You can’t help but wonder; how did they
build this? All the way up here? Almost 2,000
years ago? It still amazes us every day.

Gilsland, Brampton CA8 7DD
Tel: 01697 747602
english-heritage.org.uk/birdoswald
facebook.com/birdoswaldromanfort
Twitter.com/EHHadriansWall

Near Haydon Bridge NE47 6NN
Tel: 01434 344363
english-heritage.org.uk/housesteads
facebook.com/housesteadsromanfort
Twitter.com/EHHadriansWall

The longest
stretch of
Hadrian’s Wall
can be seen
from Birdoswald.

B6318

B6318

Did you know
that Carlisle has
been besieged
more times
than any other
city in Britain?

B6318

Heddonon-the-Wall

Carlisle
Castle

Chesters
Roman Fort

Plan your very own attack on our
ancient fortress and unlock stories,
sieges and secrets in our exhibition
which tells the tale of the castle and
its many prisoners, battles and daring
escapes. You can parade around the
ramparts, climb the keep and delve
deep into the dungeons. Just be careful
not to get locked in at closing time!

Chesters is the place to relax
on Hadrian’s Wall, mainly
because it is home to one of
the best preserved Roman bathhouses in Britain.
This tranquil riverside fort is a popular spot for
families. Children love crawling through and exploring
the nooks and crannies of the bathhouse.

Carlisle CA3 8UR Tel: 01228 591922
english-heritage.org.uk/carlisle
facebook.com/EHcarlislecastle

Our Museum houses a fascinating collection of finds
from John Clayton, who was a keen Victorian antiquarian
and ‘saviour of the Wall’. If it wasn’t for him, this ancient
monument would not exist as it does today. See Roman
belt buckles, shoes and a bronze bucket used to measure
out a soldier’s weekly grain allowance.
Chollerford, Humshaugh NE46 4EU Tel: 01434 681379
english-heritage.org.uk/chestersfort
facebook.com/chestersromanfort
Twitter.com/EHHadriansWall

NEW
FOR

2014

Coventina’s Eagle
returns to Chesters
Come and see the amazing Eagle
created from the bronze coins
discovered in Coventina’s Well.

NEW
FOR

2014

Corbridge Roman Town
Not all of the sites on the frontier
were heavily guarded fortresses.
Corbridge was a supply base and
bustling town where the soldiers
and civilians would pick up food
and provisions. Today, you can
still walk through the streets of
the town and see a true time
capsule of Roman life. Marvel at
a remarkable hoard of objects
found during excavations, including

Roman armour and trinkets, which
provide a fascinating snapshot into
the life of a soldier.
Corbridge NE45 5NT
Tel: 01434 632349
english-heritage.org.uk/
corbridge
facebook.com/
corbridgeromantown
Twitter.com/EHHadriansWall

Honour, loss and
religion at Corbridge
A new presentation of our
fantastic collection of stone
sculpture and inscription.

Lanercost Priory

Aydon Castle

Not far from Birdoswald Roman Fort is the tranquil
and beautiful Lanercost Priory which is well worth a
visit as you travel along Hadrian’s Wall.

Tucked away in woodland, just a stone’s throw from
the Wall, stands this fine fortified manor house.

Brampton CA8 2HQ
Tel: 01697 73030
english-heritage.org.uk/lanercostpriory

Off Aydon Road, Corbridge, Northumberland
NE45 5PJ
Tel: 01434 632450
english-heritage.org.uk/aydon

2014
Events

Hadrian’s Wall is home to some of the
best events in the region. With Fantastic
Falconry and Warrior School, there
is something for everyone in 2014 –
whatever the weather.

Easter Adventure
Quest

Roman Soldiers
Return!

JUST FOR KIDS

Sun 4 & Mon 5 May
11.30am - 4.30pm
The legendary Roman Soldiers
return to Housesteads Roman
Fort during Bank Holiday
Weekend! Make sure you’re there
to witness their return as they
defend their Empire once again.
In the line of duty they’ll
demonstrate their weapons
and delight you with drills and
awesome artillery displays!
Housesteads Roman Fort

Fri 18 - Mon 21 Apr
11am - 5pm
Adventurers wanted this Easter
weekend! You’ll meet characters
from the past with stories of times
gone by. These honourable folk will
be happy to help you on your quest
as you explore Housesteads Roman
Fort and crack the clues. Rise to the
challenge and you’ll reap a chocolate
reward. It’s time to get hands-on
with history.
Housesteads Roman Fort

Here Comes the
Cavalry (Hadrian’s
Wall Festival)
Sat 24 May - Sun 1 Jun
11am - 5pm
Chesters will play host to Roman
Cavalry. You can meet fast-paced
cavalry warriors with their unique
and ancient weapons, witness
awe-inspiring drills and little Roman
soldiers can even mount their own
fast-paced Roman hobby horses!
Which hobby horse will defeat its
opponents and rule Hadrian’s Wall
once again?
Chesters Roman Fort

Fantastic Falconry

Sat 14 & Sun 15 Jun
11.30am - 4.30pm
Coventina’s Eagle, our new statue
made of many bronze coins, is now
on display in Chesters Museum.
To celebrate the eagle’s arrival,
we’re bringing Roman Falconry to
Chesters Roman Fort for Father’s
Day weekend. Parading a bird of
prey symbolised wealth but what
did the different birds represent?
Fearsome fathers will be asked to
drag a falcon’s lure, as they swoop
closely behind to catch their mouth
watering meat.
Chesters Roman Fort

Children’s
Archaeology
Detectives
JUST FOR KIDS

Sat 19 Jul - Mon 25 Aug
11am - 5pm
Let the kids get stuck into history
with the chance to uncover clues,
and handle artefacts. Take part in
a giant sand pit dig to unveil
secrets from the Roman period
and the time of King Arthur!
We’ve got loads of Roman-themed
activities, from colouring and
games to dressing up, sword skills,
armour handling, storytelling and
hands-on excavation!
Chesters Roman Fort

Sat 26 & Sun 27 Apr
11am - 4.30pm
St George the Patron Saint of
England was a Roman, so legend has
it. The Roman returns to Chesters
as we celebrate St George with a
mounted demonstration of Roman
horsemanship. St George was
famed for being brave. Watch our
St George bring to life some of this
bravado with mounted manoeuvres,
daring drills and sinister swords!
Chesters Roman Fort

Sat 24 May - Sun 1 Jun
11am - 5pm
Birdoswald will become a centre
of Roman food and cooking.
Enjoy samples of food you never
knew existed and be surprised
by traditions that stem from our
Roman ancestors. Tantalize your
taste buds and pick up tips and
traditions in this one-off
surprising event.
Birdoswald Roman Fort

1 Apr - 30 Sep, daily
1 Oct - 2 Nov, daily
3 Nov - 29 Mar, daily
24 - 26 Dec, 1 Jan

FREE
£6.40
£5.80
£3.80

10am - 6pm
10am - 5pm
10am - 4pm
Closed

BIRDOSWALD ROMAN FORT
CHESTERS ROMAN FORT
CORBRIDGE ROMAN TOWN
CARLISLE CASTLE
Members, Child under 5 and OVP
Adult
Concession
Child (5 - 15yrs)

FREE
£5.60
£5.00
£3.40

10am - 6pm
10am - 5pm
10am - 4pm
10am - 4pm
10am - 4pm
Closed

Download our free
‘Days Out’ mobile app

During May half-term, join us for
a week-long celebration of all
things Roman.
Almost 2,000 years on and amazingly
Hadrian’s Wall is still here! English
Heritage is celebrating the 72-mile
World Heritage Site that dips and
winds through two counties in a
week-long programme of events at
three jaw-dropping attractions.

St George’s Weekend

Members, Child under 5 and OVP
Adult
Concession
Child (5 - 15yrs)

1 Apr - 30 Sep, daily
1 Oct - 2 Nov, daily
3 Nov - 15 Feb, Sat & Sun
16 Feb - 20 Feb, daily
21 Feb - 29 Mar, Sat & Sun
24 - 26, 31 Dec & 1 Jan

HADRIAN’S WALL
FESTIVAL

Roman Food &
Cooking (Hadrian’s
Wall Festival)

PRICES & OPENING TIMES
HOUSESTEADS ROMAN FORT

Children’s
Warrior School
JUST FOR KIDS

A Soldier’s Life

Every weekend from
Sat 19 Jul - Mon 25 Aug
11.30am - 4.30pm
Roman Soldier
What was life like living on the edge
School (Hadrian’s
of the Roman Frontier? Meet our
Wall Festival)
Roman Legionary stationed at the
JUST FOR KIDS
famous Housesteads Roman Fort
Sat 24 May - Sun 1 Jun
and he’ll tell you. Our soldier recalls
11.30am - 4.30pm
the building of the wall which took
Housesteads is taking on new
over 7 years to build and you can
recruits. Little soldiers will learn how see what life was like in the Roman
to defend their empire, dress up and army. Dramatic presentations with
immerse themselves in Roman life
costumed actors will take place
and times.
throughout each day.
Housesteads Roman Fort
Housesteads Roman Fort

Sat 19 Jul - Mon 25 Aug
11am - 5pm
Let us bring to life the Dark Age of
Birdoswald for your 3ft warrior as
we invite them to dress, play and
learn how to defend themselves!
And remember, it’s called the
‘Dark Ages’ for a reason! Barbarian
tribes dominated, reaping war
and causing bloodshed wherever
they went. Dark Age archaeology
and mythical folklore suggest that
Birdoswald was not just a Roman
stronghold. Its dark past is steeped
in warrior warfare!
Birdoswald Roman Fort

Some of our events may carry an
additional charge. For prices and full
details, please call 0870 333 1183 or
visit english-heritage.org.uk/events
Our JUST FOR KIDS events offer
fun-packed, hands-on activities aimed
at children under 12.

JOIN
today
from £39

Become a member of English Heritage and enjoy...
■ Free unlimited access to our properties
■ Kids go

free*

■ Exclusive members’ events and tours
*Membership allows free entry to properties
for you and up
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