TO KIELDER WATER & FOREST PARK

www.visitkielder.com
www.facebook.com/kielder
@visitkielder

KIELDER WATER & FOREST PARK
Welcome to the great outdoors. Absorb the peace and
tranquillity. Try something adventurous. Above all else,
create your own unique experience.
The Park is home to the biggest man-made lake in
northern Europe and the biggest working forest in
England. It covers 250 square miles, so if you haven’t been
before, it’s best to pop into one of the three main visitor
centres (Tower Knowe, Leaplish and Kielder Castle) to
orientate yourself.
In this guide you’ll find out what there is to do and where
to go to do it. Don’t forget, visitor centre staff have great
local knowledge and are on hand to help with any
questions. More detailed information can be found online
at www.visitkielder.com.

Enjoy your
great outdoors!
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Tower Knowe
Visitor Centre
Best for: Finding out what there is to do.

A great place to discover the area’s rich history - check out the
interactive exhibition in the Explore Centre. It’s also a good way
to find out what you can do and where.
Come here to:
• Have coffee or lunch at Café on the water.
• Visit the Explore Centre.
• Take in beautiful views over Kielder Water.
• Start a walk or bike ride along the Lakeside Way.
• Board the Osprey ferry (subject to pre-booking and timetable).
• Buy a fishing starter pack.
• Shop for souvenirs, fishing tackle and outdoor wear.
• Walk to Kielder Dam or Northumberland Wildlife Trust’s
nature reserve at Falstone Moss.
• Visit Kielder Water Sailing Club (new members welcome).
Facilities include:
Parking, W/C, disabled access
Opening times:
April, May, June and September - 10am to 5pm
July and August - 10am to 6pm
October - 10am to 4pm

01434 251 000
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Leaplish
Waterside Park
Best for: Families.

With panoramic views of the reservoir, this is the ideal base to
recharge and refresh or take part in an action packed day of
activities. Facilities are open to both day visitors and staying guests.
Come here to:
• Have coffee, lunch, an alcoholic beverage or an evening
meal at the Boat Inn restaurant & bar.
• Go to the Kielder Water Birds of Prey Centre (p14).
• Enjoy activities including fencing, Sea Scooters,Water Walkerz,
archery, crossbow and more (pre-booking essential).
• Board the Osprey ferry (subject to pre-booking and timetable).
• Start a walk or bike ride along the Lakeside Way.
• Unwind in the sauna or swim in the heated indoor pool
(pre booking required).
• Play miniature golf or try out the children’s play area.
• Visit the red squirrel hide.
• Shop for souvenirs.
• Hire pleasure boats (seasonal).
• Hire fishing boats (pre-booking essential).
• Purchase fishing permits and get up to date information.
• Stay in a luxury lodge as part of a Go Active break.
• Keep your eyes peeled for some of the Kielder Super Six –
ospreys (seasonal), red squirrels and salmon. See p25 for details
about the Super Six.
Facilities include:
Luxury four and five star self catering lodges, 90 pitch caravan site
for motor homes and touring caravans, parking, W/C,
disabled access
Opening times:
Facilities vary, please telephone to check
Visitor information:
February half term to October - 8am to 6pm daily
November and December - limited opening, please telephone to check
Caravan site:
April to October
Boat Inn restaurant & bar:
February, March and November – seasonal opening hours occur;
please telephone for information
April to October – open every day from 11am
(for evening meals booking is advisable,
please telephone for details or check the website)

01434 251 100
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Kielder Castle
Visitor Centre
Best for: Cycling, mountain biking and forest activities.
Formerly the hunting lodge for the Duke of Northumberland, the
castle is now home to a variety of exhibitions. It is also the centre
for cycling within the Park.
Come here to:
• Test your mountain biking skills or start a singletrack trail
(pick up mtb trail maps here too).
• Hire, repair or purchase bicycles.
• Enjoy light snacks and hearty warming meals at
Kielder Castle Café.
• Enjoy the Minotaur Maze and children’s play area.
• Drive along the longest forest drive in the UK (toll road).
• Start a walk or bike ride along the Lakeside Way.
• Discover the lifecycle of the salmon at the Kielder
Salmon Centre (p13).
• Visit the red squirrel room and great viewing hide.
• Get FREE entry to the Forest Exhibition.
• Keep your eyes peeled for some of the Kielder Super Six –
red squirrels, pipistrelle bats and roe deer (on the Forest Drive).
See p25 for details about the Super Six.
Facilities include:
Parking, W/C, disabled access, bike hire (nearby)
Opening times:
Kielder Castle and Café
March to October - 9.30am to 5pm daily
November and December - 11am to 4pm daily
School holidays and bank holidays - 9am to 5.30pm
January and February 2014 - 11am to 4pm daily
Forest Drive
1 May to 20 December

01434 250 100
Forestry Commission Ranger Service: 01434 250 209
For information about Kielder Castle Cafe go to
www.dukespantry.co.uk
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Calvert Trust
Kielder
Best for: Activity drop in days.

Calvert Trust Kielder provides outdoor activities for people of all
abilities. Activity drop in days are available throughout the year and
offer a perfect opportunity for you to try something new.
Alternatively you can book in for a full or half day session.
Come and try:
• Zip wire or the King Swing.
• Indoor and outdoor climbing walls.
• Canoeing, sailing or motor boating.
• High and low ropes course.
• Orienteering and archery.
• Laser clay shooting.
• Or why not relax in the hydrotherapy pool, infra red sauna and
sensory room?
Facilities include:
Luxury four star self catering lodges, bed and breakfast available
and disabled access
Opening times:
Open daily from 9am (except Christmas day, Boxing day and
New Year’s day)

01434 250 232
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Kielder
Observatory

All year round - a stargazing and astronomy heaven! The Park enjoys
the darkest night skies in England, thanks to minimal light pollution.
Winter nights are darkest and best for viewing deep sky objects
such as galaxies while in summer you can view the beautiful Milky
Way, passing comets, shooting stars and see the Sun’s surface using
the incredible solar telescope.
Come here to:
• Learn about the night sky and use the powerful telescopes.
• Meet experienced astronomers and learn how to take stunning
photographs of distant objects in the Universe.
• Experience meteor showers (shooting stars) and other
celestial events.
Book onto an event to enjoy the full Observatory experience and
use the large telescopes supervised by astronomers from Kielder
Observatory Astronomical Society (KOAS).Those wishing to enjoy
the panoramic views from the Observatory during the day (when
the facility is closed) can park in the car park for Skyspace and walk
up the hill (50 minutes).
KOAS hosts around 150 events a year from open days and
interactive shows to observing nights and lectures.To book an event
go to www.kielderobservatory.org and click on the event
calendar or ask in a visitor centre when the next event is.
At the time of going to print we are in the process of bidding for
Dark Sky Park status (alongside Northumberland National Park
who is seeking Dark Sky Reserve status). For more information go
to www.visitkielder.com and click on ‘Dark Skies’.

www.kielderobservatory.org
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Kielder Salmon
Centre

This is the largest conservation hatchery in England and Wales.
Up to 900,000 salmon are successfully bred here each year.
Come here to:
• Drop into the hatchery’s new visitor centre (free entry).
• Discover the fascinating life cycle of the salmon, one of the
Kielder Super Six (see page 25 for details about the Super Six).
• See how the fresh water pearl mussel breeding beds help save
one of the UK’s most endangered species.
• Groups of four or more people can experience a behind the
scenes tour and meet the people who carry out the vital
conservation work (booking required).
• Enjoy a school visit.
Facilities include:
Disabled parking on site (and parking at Kielder Castle Visitor
Centre nearby), disabled access
Opening times:
1 April to 30 September - 10am to 4pm

01434 250 269
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Kielder Water
Birds of Prey
Centre
The centre cares for a whole host of birds including owls, falcons
and vultures as well as fallow deer and wallabies.
Come here to:
• See a flying demonstration and have a chance to interact with
the birds of prey (daily at 1.30pm and 3pm during summer and
at 2pm in winter - weather permitting).
• Visit the petting zoo.
• Learn about conservation and care of the birds.
• Enjoy a school visit.
• Book a hawk walk, falconry day course or photography day.
• Feed two of the largest flying birds in the world - a pair of great
white pelicans.
• Meet Sima, a white tailed sea eagle (the largest in England).
Facilities include:
Parking, W/C, disabled access
Opening times:
Open daily from 10.30am (except Christmas Day)
November and December - Monday to Friday only

01434 250 400
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Best views
4

4

You’ll see gorgeous scenery everywhere you go but here are some
hidden treasures away from the main visitor centres. Don’t forget
the Park is 250 square miles in total so plan how long it will take to
get there and back.
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Elfkirk (NY 694861) - a beautiful view over Whickhope inlet
and the dam.
Patterson’s Pause at Lewisburn Inlet (NY 642902) - a beautiful,
W
secluded valley with unique suspension bridge.
Hindhope Linn waterfall (NY 783999) - a memorable waterfall,
gorge and scenery. Please note this walk starts 12 miles north
east of Kielder Castle on the Forest Drive toll road at the
Blakehopeburnhaugh picnic site.
Bakethin Weir (NY 643911) - a Northumberland Wildlife Trust
conservation area for local plants, birds and other wildlife
including otters, one of the Kielder Super Six (see page 25).
Lakeside view car park (NY 707871) - your first view of
Kielder Water will always be one to remember.
Otterstone viewpoint (NY 675873) - a beautiful place to stop
and admire the view, off the Lakeside Way.
Kielder Viaduct (NY 632924) - it was fortunately preserved
when the valley and railway line were flooded when Kielder
Water was built.The Lakeside Way route crosses over
the viaduct.
Hareshaw Linn walk at Bellingham (NY 845855) - a stunning
2.5 mile walk through countryside, passing the remains of an
old ironworks and ends at a magnificent 30 feet waterfall.

Map references relate to OS Explorer Map OL42.
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Map of the Park
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THE PARK IS 250 SQUARE MILES IN TOTAL, SO IT IS A GOOD
IDEA TO USE THIS MAP TO ORIENTATE YOURSELF ON
ARRIVAL. ALTERNATIVELY, VISIT ONE OF THE VISITOR
CENTRES ONSITE.
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* Distance can be reduced by 1½ miles by taking the Bull Crag shortcut.
N/S North Shore route (Dam ↔ Kielder Castle).
The average person walks non stop at around 2 ½ miles per hour.

Distances are in miles
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¾
4
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A great way to experience the Park is from the trail that follows the 26 mile shoreline of Kielder Water. Hire a bike, walk or bring your
horse. Do a section and use the ferry for your return journey (don’t forget to check timetables and purchase tickets first) or complete the
whole 26 miles.Whichever way you choose to travel the Lakeside Way, this handy guide below can tell you the distance before you set off.
The map on the previous page shows the locations.

The Lakeside Way

The Lakeside Way

Walking, cycling
and horse riding
With over 600 square kilometres of forest and 26 miles of shoreline
to choose from, there is definitely a trail for you.
Choose from:
•
challenging long distance trails (such as completing the
Lakeside Way in one go),
•
leisurely family strolls (why not start from one of the
visitor centres?),
•
or an extensive network of off-road tracks.
To discover the right trail for you, purchase a copy of the Trails
Guide in any visitor centre or download it from
www.visitkielder.com.
Horse riders can bring their own horses. For up to date trail
information contact the Forestry Commision on 01434 220 242.
Cragside Stables is a horse riding school and equestrian centre near
Bardon Mill, Hexham, Northumberland, offering horse riding lessons
suitable for children. Riders are required to provide their ages,
heights and riding history in order to match up ponies and
requirements - 01434 344 065.
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Mountain biking

This rugged wilderness is mountain biking (mtb) heaven. Head to
Kielder Castle Visitor Centre where England’s largest network of
mtb trails start.The Castlewood skills loop gives you a taste of what
the different grades of trails are like.There is everything from family
friendly trails to hardcore singletrack trails including the epic cross
border trail into Scotland to Newcastleton, one of the 7 Stanes
mtb centres:
• Green trails such as Borderline are easy - they are suitable for
beginner and novice cyclists.
• Blue trails such as The Osprey are moderate - they are suitable
for intermediate cyclists and mountain bikers.
• Red trails such as Lonesome Pine, Bloody Bush and Deadwater
red are difficult - they are suitable for proficient mountain bikers.
• Black trails such as Deadwater black are severe - they are
suitable only for expert mountain bikers.
Detailed mountain biking routes can be downloaded from
www.visitkielder.com or pop into Kielder Castle Visitor
Centre to pick up a copy.
Bike hire is available from The Bike Place at Kielder Village - 01434
250 457. Opening in Spring 2013 - The Cycle Centre at Kielder
Castle will be open seven days a week offering cycle hire, sales and
accessories. For more up to date information go to
www.visitkielder.com or call 01434 250 209.
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Adventure
activities

If it’s adventure you’re looking for, look no further!
• Try orienteering - there is an ‘easy to hard’ and a ‘hard to
difficult’ course at Kielder Castle - call 01434 250 209 or go
to www.visitkielder.com for more information.
• Brave some of the most technical and demanding single track
mountain biking trails in the country (see opposite page).
• Head to Calvert Trust Kielder for climbing walls, zip wire, King
Swing and high ropes course (p10).
• Enjoy Go Active activities at Leaplish Waterside Park such as
fencing, seascooters, water walkerz, archery, crossbow and
more (must be pre-booked).
• The Park hosts a year long programme of specially organised
events (p28) such as the Kielder Marathon, 4x4 rallies and
Nordic walking.
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Art and
architecture
In the area of or on the north shore:

Specere Adjaye Associates

Robin's Hut Studio Weave

Minotaur Nick Coombe and
Shona Kitchen

Silvas Capitalis SIMPARCH

Belvedere Softroom Architects

55-02 - Sixteen* (makers)

Viewpoints - Tania Kovats

Janus Chairs Ryder Architecture
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Wave Chamber Chris Drury

Salmon Cubes Xsite Architecture

In the area of or on the south shore:

Stell - Colin Wilbourn

Kielder Keepsake Nicola Moss

Freya’s Cabin Studio Weave

Play Garden Zone Architects

Mirage deck Kisa Kawakami

Cat Cairn: the Kielder
Skyspace - James Turrell

Shadow - Julia Barton

Mapping minigolf Wolfgang Weileder

Mirage

Kielder Column John Maine

Kielder Observatory Charles Barclay Architects

The Park has become the largest open air art and architecture
gallery in the country thanks to our long running, award winning art
and architecture programme. The map on pages 16 and 17 shows
where the artworks are. Purchase a copy of the Trails Guide from
any visitor centre or download it from www.visitkielder.com
to find out how to get to the artworks. Detailed information on
each one is also on the website.
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Badgers

Red squirrels

Otters
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Roe deer
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Birds of prey
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Feb
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What to see and when

Apr
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Aug
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Oct

Dec

= Kielder Super Six

Nov

Wildlife
and nature

Where to see it
Explorers can expect to find a host of wildlife throughout the
whole Park living in the marshy grasslands, bogs and woodland.
The Kielder Super Six are the top six species most people are
really keen to see.They are; ospreys, red squirrels, pipistrelle bats,
roe deer, salmon and otters. Ask in a visitor centre where you
will be most likely to spot one of the Kielder Super Six.
Look out for adders, butterflies, stoats, rabbits and amphibians at
the wildlife garden at Leaplish Waterside Park. Learn about the
life cycle of the salmon at Kielder Salmon Centre (p13).
Kielder Water Birds of Prey Centre is open all year round (p14).
In 2009 it was the first time on record that ospreys had
recolonised naturally in Northumberland.To our delight, they
continue to return and successfully breed every year. In 2012 we
even had two breeding pairs. Every year we have had three
chicks successfully fledge.
We’re home to the last remaining stronghold of red squirrels see them from the hides at Leaplish and Kielder Castle.
Ask about wildlife events in our visitor centres, such as Kielder
Osprey Watch, or check online at www.visitkielder.com for
upcoming events.
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On the water

A great way to experience northern Europe’s largest man-made
lake is by taking a trip on the Osprey ferry. Tickets must be
purchased from Leaplish Waterside Park or Tower Knowe Visitor
Centre (01434 251 000). Please note, the ferry is subject to
availability and timetable.
Water activities, such as canoeing, sailing or water skiing, are
provided (seasonally) by professional clubs and Calvert Trust Kielder
(p10). Please contact them direct to pre-book your activity
(all contact details are on www.visitkielder.com).
If you wish to bring your own equipment, there are rules and
regulations that must be adhered to - you can download them from
www.visitkielder.com or ask at one of the visitor centres.
Please note, there is no rescue craft on the water.
For full details go to www.visitkielder.com or ask in one of the
visitor centres.
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Fishing

If you’re new to fishing:
• Head to Tower Knowe or Leaplish visitor centres where you
can pick up the required permits or buy a fishing starter pack.
• Go to www.nwl.co.uk/gofishing for all the information
you’ll need and also for weekly fishing reports.
• Tokens are required to fish on the burns.These can be
purchased at Kielder Castle as part of the Tyne Angling Passport
or online at www.wildtroutfishing.co.uk.
Keen anglers:
• Boat anglers should head for the Belling Inlet and Plashett’s Bay.
• For bank anglers, try Hawkhope, Leaplish Waterside Park and
Tower Knowe Visitor Centre.
• Pick up a ‘Go fishing’ detailed guide or purchase a fishing starter
pack from one of the visitor centres.
• Boat hire is available from Leaplish Waterside Park (booking is
required in advance - 01434 251 000).
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Events

We host events all year round - whether your passion is fishing,
wildlife, mountain biking, walking, star gazing, rallying, working forests,
culture or arts.
Take part in:
• Astronomy events,
• Wildlife events,
• Kielder Winter Wonderland,
• Art and architecture events,
• Or the Classic and vintage vehicle show and much more.
Pick up a copy of the quarterly ‘What’s On’ guide from any
of the visitor centres or look at the events page of
www.visitkielder.com to discover our varied programme
of events.
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Travel
information

Getting here:
There is an unmanned, community run petrol station that only
accepts card payments in Kielder Village.
Kielder Water & Forest Park is:
30 miles (50 min drive) from Hexham.
52 miles (80 min drive) from Newcastle.
40 miles (90 min drive) from Carlisle.
30 miles (60 min drive) from Jedburgh.
For bus routes from Hexham call 01434 220 616.
Check the ‘Know before you go’ page of
www.visitkielder.com for handy tips and hints.
When you’re here:
Note the distance between the visitor centres and sites and plan
enough time for your return journeys. Please respect any
residential areas within the Park.
Parking tickets must be purchased but you can use your ticket at all
car parks during the day so you only have to buy a ticket once.
The Forest Drive is recommended for 4 wheel drive vehicles
(passable for 2 wheel drive driven with care) and will close in
bad weather.
Always check ferry timetables before setting off.
Bike hire is available in the Park (see p20).
Adapt North East operates a ‘dial a ride’ service within the Park –
01434 220 616 for information.
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Places to eat

Northumberland is famed for its locally produced seasonal produce
from lamb, beef and game to treats such as beers and ice creams.
There’s a whole host of tea rooms, coffee shops and local pubs. If
you’re bringing a picnic, why not stock up at a local farm shop such
as Kielder Organic Meats (01434 220 435). Kielder Village shop
also has plenty of provisions.
On-site:
• The Boat Inn restaurant & bar at Leaplish Waterside Park serves
a range of food using fresh local produce - 01434 251 000.
• Café on the water at Tower Knowe is perfect for lunch or coffee
breaks - 01434 240 436.
• Kielder Castle Café offers hearty warming meals 01434 250 100 or www.dukespantry.co.uk.
Don’t forget to check opening times as times vary seasonally.
Nearby:
Falstone village has Falstone Tearoom (01434 240 459) for meals
and fresh cakes as well as the Rosette a la carte restaurant at the
Blackcock Inn (01434 240 200). In Stannersburn,The Pheasant
Inn (01434 240 382) is famed for its bistro style food and the
Angler’s Arms (01434 250 072) in Kielder Village offers snacks,
meals and Sunday dinners.
Byrness Village has Foresters Restaurant and Bar at the Forest View
Inn (01830 520 425).
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Where to stay

Northumberland offers many welcoming B&Bs, smart hotels, cosy
cottages, barn conversions, youth hostels, caravan and campsites
and log cabins.
Bellingham, Byrness, Falstone, Kielder and Stonehaugh are the
nearest villages - to search for accommodation go to
www.visitkielder.com.
In the Park, accommodation is provided at:
• Calvert Trust Kielder - four star self catering lodges
(fully accessible) 01434 250 232.
• Kielder lodges - four and five star self catering lodges at Leaplish
Waterside Park 01434 251 000.
• Kielder Caravan Park - pitches for touring motor homes and
caravans 01434 251 000.
• Kielder Caravan and Camping Site - riverside site for tents,
touring caravans and campers 01434 250 291.
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For more information or to plan your visit call
Bellingham Tourist Information Centre:

01434 220 616
Find out more at www.visitkielder.com
or on arrival at one of our main visitor centres:
Tower Knowe Visitor Centre
Leaplish Waterside Park
Kielder Castle Visitor Centre.
Find us on facebook - www.facebook.com/kielder
Follow us on Twitter - @visitkielder
All details were accurate at the time of going to press 01/13. Kielder Water & Forest
Park Development Trust accepts no responsibility for inaccuracies that may occur in
this guide. Please refer to www.visitkielder.com for regular information updates.

