
WHAT’S ON
AT KIELDER

APRIL 2018 TO DECEMBER 2018

Receive info about events by signing up to e-news alerts 
at www.visitkielder.com.

DON’T FORGET

The landscape and weather here can be different from 
home. Please wear the right footwear and clothing for
the activity - if you’re not sure what to wear, call us on
0845 155 0236.

KEY TO SYMBOLS

       Accessible
       Families and all ages welcome
       Dogs welcome
       Bush craft events
       Wildlife events

USEFUL INFORMATION

You can fill your car up at Kielder village NE48 1EG 
(unmanned station card payment only) 7am-7pm seven 
day service and at Bellingham NE48 2BS 8am-6pm 
Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm Saturdays and Sundays 
(closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day). 

Please use the Tower Knowe postcode, NE48 1BX, to get 
to the Park. Your destination will then be signposted. 
Alternatively, please visit the webiste for your event for 
the specific postcode.
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HOW TO FIND US

Coming from Jedburgh/the north east of Scotland take 
the A68 heading south then the B6320 from Otterburn to 
Bellingham. Follow the brown signs to Kielder Water & 
Forest Park.

Those travelling from the north west of Scotland should 
follow the A7. Leave the road at Canonbie to join the 
B6357 to Newcastleton and Kielder Water & Forest Park 
is signposted from there. 

From Newcastle or Carlisle, follow the A69 to Hexham 
then follow the B6320 to Bellingham (brown-signed 
Kielder Water & Forest Park) and then the C200 to 
Kielder Water & Forest Park.



Make magical memories to last a lifetime this 
Christmas at Kielder Water & Forest Park. 

Join us as Kielder Forest turns into an enchanted forest 
where you can see Father Christmas, Mrs Christmas and 
their festive friends! Make your experience extra special 
and book a woodland lodge and stay in the same forest as 
Father Christmas!

The event runs in November and December and booking 
is essential.

Check www.kielderwinterwonderland.com for 
more information on the day, dates and tickets.
.

Sundays 1 April, 8 April, 15 April, 27 May, 3 June, every Sunday 
in July and August, 2 September, 28 October, 4 November.

SHARP SHOOTERS DAY 
Calvert Trust Kielder
Test your aiming skill on our Laser Clay Shooting and 
Archery ranges.
Time: 10am to 4pm (10am to 3pm in Oct/Nov).
Cost: 30 clays or 15 arrows £10.

Mondays 9 April, 28 May, 2, 16, 23, 30 July, 6, 13, 20, 27 
August, 29 October

WATER DAY
Matthews Linn
Try your hand at canoeing or kayaking on the beautiful 
Kielder Water.
Time: 10am to 4pm (3pm in Oct).
Cost: £10 per half hour session.

Wednesdays 4, 11 April, 30 May, every Wednesday in July and 
August, 31 October
HIGH ROPES DAY
Calvert Trust Kielder
Tackle the hanging cargo net, sprint along the swinging 
logs or make it across the balancing beams. Be brave and 
take the leap of faith.
Time: 10am to 4pm (3pm in Oct).
Cost: £10 per circuit.

Fridays 6, 13 April, 1 June, every Friday in July and August, 
2nd November
SWING AND CLIMB DAY
Calvert Trust Kielder
Fly through the air on the brilliant King-Swing or conquer 
our mighty indoor wall.
Time: King-Swing 10am to 12.30pm, indoor climbing wall 
1.30pm to 4pm (1pm to 3pm in Nov).
Cost: £10 per activity for two goes.

Booking is not required for these events. To find out 
more please call 01434 250232.



Landal Kielder Waterside plays host to a wide 
range of Go Active activities. Booking in 
advance is advisable, via Kielder Waterside 
reception, or by calling 01434 251000.

Activities for 2018 include Segway Tours,  Archery, 
Crossbows, Wildlife Tracking and Habitat Home Building, 
Pond Dipping, Fairy School, Fencing, Body Zorbs, Water 
Walkerz, Hoverball Archery, Crazy Carts, Crazy Trikes, 
Panna Soccer, Sea Scooters Fun Sessions, Go Quest, 
Mapping Golf, Table Tennis, Disc Golf and Petanque.

Go Juniors activities include Little Archers, Wild 
Wild West, Pirates Adventure, Balanceability and 
Junior Musketeers.

For full details of all activities, visit Kielder Waterside 
reception, call 01434 251000 or visit 
www.kielderwaterside.com.

Go Active 20 May, 30 June, 5 August, 15 September, 28 October, 
8 December

KIELDER 4X4 SAFARI
Kielder Castle
Kielder 4x4 Safari is a day of guided trail blazing in the 
heart of Kielder and Wark Forests.
Time: 8.30am to 4.30pm.
Cost: £60 per car.
Book: Call 0844 588 9965 or visit 
www.kielder4x4safari.co.uk (booking is essential).

Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 October
ACTIVE NORTHUMBERLAND 
KIELDER MARATHON
Kielder Waterside
The Active Northumberland Kielder Marathon route 
follows an almost entirely off-road course around 
Northern Europe’s largest man-made lake. Britain’s Most 
Beautiful Marathon is the finale to a weekend of events, 
starting with the Kielder 10K and Kielder Run Bike Run 
on October 6, followed by the Kielder Half Marathon, 
Marathon and Junior races on October 7.
Time: 1pm to 5pm on Saturday, 10.15am to 5pm 
on Sunday.
Cost: 10k, £27; Half Marathon, £35; Full Marathon, £41; 
Run Bike Run Individual £63; Run Bike Run Team (3), £83; 
Junior, £8.
Book: www.kieldermarathon.com (booking is essential).

Monday 29 October
DARK SKIES STAR GAZING
Kielder Castle
Discover the beauty of the Dark Skies of Kielder.  We’ll 
start with an introductory indoor session using an 
amazing software programme that allows you to view all 
the wonders of the night sky in real time. Not suitable for 
young children.
Time: 6pm to 7.30pm.
Cost: £5 per person.
Book: www.natureholiday.co.uk or call 01388 529154 
(booking is essential).

Wednesday 4 April, Sundays 27 May, 8, 22 July and 12 
August,  Wednesday 22 August and Sunday 9 September.

CURATOR-LED ART TOUR
Kielder Castle
Join our experienced curator who will take you, by 
minibus, to Silvas Capitalis (the Forest Head) and other 
unique Kielder artworks.
Time: 1.30pm to 4.30pm
Cost: £25 for two adults and two children, or £10
per person.
Book: Call 0845 1550236 (advance booking is essential).

Saturday 7 April.

KIELDER ULTRA TRAIL RACE
Kielder Castle
An ultra trail running event based from Kielder Castle. 
The event consists of two route options of 50km and 
100km.
Time: From 5.30am or 7.30am.
Cost: £40 per competitor.
Book: www.highterrainevents.co.uk (booking is essential).

Sunday 13 May.

KIELDER VINTAGE AND CLASSIC 
CAR RALLY
Kielder Castle
Vintage tractors, classic cars and motorbikes are the 
order of the day at the annual Kielder show. To book a 
place for a classic or vintage vehicle contact
kieldercastle@forestry.gov.uk or call 0300 067 4200.
Time: 10am to 4pm.
Cost: Free (£5 parking charge for spectators).



Regularly throughout the year.

A UNIVERSE FULL OF STARS
The Universe… So why is it here? How did it start? How 
old is it? How big is it? How will it end? 
Let the experts at the Kielder Observatory shed some 
light on our fascinating Universe.
Time:  Various.
Cost: from £22.55 to £28.60.

Saturdays throughout the year.

FAMILY ASTRONOMY 
Family Astronomy at Kielder Observatory is about the 
skies, the universe and everything that’s in it. Sit back, 
relax and listen to your kids amaze you. 
Time: 5pm to 6:30pm.
Cost: from £22.55 to £24.20, family tickets also available.

Fridays and Saturdays throughout the year.

LATE NIGHT EXPLORER
Late Night Explorer is a later event, during which we 
observe the very special night skies above the 
internationally renowned Kielder Observatory. Guest 
numbers are limited to 25 spaces to ensure you 
enjoy the maximum time at the various telescopes and 
have an intimate observing session with our most 
experienced astronomers.
Time: 11:45pm to 2:45am.
Cost: from £40.00 to £43.75.

Selected Fridays and Saturdays throughout the year.

LATE NIGHT DARK SKIES 
Come and join our inspirational team of astronomers as 
we observe the darkest of night skies above the 
internationally renowned Kielder Observatory.
Time: 11:45pm to 2:45am.
Cost: from £55.00 to £60.50.

Selected Thursdays.

AN EVENING WITH GARY FILDES
Join us for an evening with our Founder and Director, 
Gary Fildes, and listen as he uses his enthusiastic teaching 
to create a wonderful atmosphere of learning.
Time: 11:45pm to 2:45am.
Cost: from £33 to £38.50.

Kielder Observatory
Kielder Observatory is a stargazing and astronomy 
heaven! Located in the heart of Northumberland 
International Dark Sky Park, the Observatory 
hosts events all year round - check out a selection 
of the  events below. 

Booking is essential. For full event details, the 
latest event availability and to book onto an event 
please visit www.kielderobservatory.org.

All main evening events are three hours long and include a 
talk, a full tour of the observatory and, weather permitting, 
observations through the site’s fantastic telescopes. The event 
title refers to the theme of the main talk of the evening.

Regularly throughout the year.

AURORA NIGHTS 
What are they? How do we see them?  Aurora Nights 
aim to integrate the spiritual and the scientific, exploring 
how science has discovered the processes that create the 
Northern Lights.
Time:  Various.
Cost: from £22.55 to £28.60   

Regularly throughout the year.

NIGHT SKY SAFARI
Come and experience an unforgettable night of 
observational astronomy under the starry skies of Kielder. 
Night Sky Safari sessions are focused on maximising 
observing time through our fantastic telescopes.
Time:  Various.
Cost: from £22.55 to £28.60

Selected Sundays and weeknights throughout the year.

ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY
Take home the ultimate souvenir of knowledge from 
Kielder Observatory by learning how award-winning 
astrophotographers take images of the night sky. Don’t 
forget to tweet us your amazing snaps @visitkielder 
and @kielder_obs.
Time: 8pm to 11pm or 8:30pm to 11:30pm or 9pm 
to 12am.
Cost: from £26.40 to £28.60.

12, 13 August (Perseids), October (Orionids), November 
(Leonids) and December (Geminids).

SHOOTING STAR SPECTACULARS
Every year as the Earth follows its journey around the 
Sun it encounters the left over dust particles left behind 
by various comets and other objects. As this debris slams 
into Earth’s atmosphere, friction causes those particles to 
burn brightly which we see as shooting stars. 
Times: 7:45pm to 10:45pm or 11:30pm to 2:30am.
Cost: from £26.40 to £28.60.

Various dates throughout school holidays.

SPACE KIDS 
These events are designed to inspire, enthuse and educate 
in a way that youngsters will never forget.  A chance to 
touch real rocks from space, followed by a full tour of the 
observatory and a chance to see, play with and drive the 
two big telescopes!
Time: 4pm to 6pm.
Cost: from £22.55 to £24.20, family tickets also available.



Everyone is guaranteed a wild experience at 
Kielder Water & Forest Park. Here you can 
thrive in a natural world that is more than just a 
treat. It’s absolutely vital to our everyday lives. 

Explorers can expect to find a host of wildlife in the 
varied habitats throughout the Park.  Amongst the many 
species you might see are ospreys, red squirrels, pipistrelle 
bats, roe deer, adder, crossbill, salmon and otters, and 
there is an abundance of more common wildlife 
throughout the whole park. 

Special places to see wildlife include Bakethin Nature 
Reserve, managed by Northumberland Wildlife Trust, and 
the wildlife garden at Kielder Waterside. Nature trails can 
be discovered across a variety of locations.

Kielder is home to the largest remaining stronghold of 
red squirrels in England – see these enchanting animals 
from the hides at Kielder Waterside and Kielder Castle. 

The Restoring Ratty project is reintroducing water voles 
to the Park. Keep your eyes peeled for signs of their 
presence such as burrows or feeding stations with 
chewed grasses. 

We currently have a number of breeding pairs of ospreys 
at Kielder and to our visitors’ delight they return every 
year to breed. Make sure you visit Osprey Watch during 
the summer months to view an osprey on the nest, or 
why not take a guided cruise out on the water to see if 
you can spot an osprey catching fish in the reservoir. 

For more information about where to see wildlife or 
upcoming events, ask in our visitor centres or check 
online at www.visitkielder.com.

Monday 2 April, Monday 27 August, Saturday 3 November

FOREST WILDLIFE SAFARI
Kielder Castle
Discover the secret life of the forest - join professional 
naturalist Bruce Ferguson and uncover the tracks, trails 
and signs left behind by its secretive inhabitants, from red 
squirrels and deer to its bird and insect life. Not suitable 
for young children.
Time: 1.30pm to 4.30pm.
Cost: £15 per person.
Book: www.natureholiday.co.uk or call 01388 529154 
(booking is essential).

5, 8, 12 April, 28 May, 5, 12, 19 July, 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 August, 
1 November (Kielder Waterside)
8 April, 28 May, 27 October (Kielder Castle)

FAMILY BUSHCRAFTS
Kielder Waterside/Kielder Castle
Build a shelter, your own den in the woods. Light a fire, 
cook a meal and make something to take away. 
Cost: £40 for a family of up to four. £10 per 
additional person.
Book: www.natureholiday.co.uk or call 01388 529154 
(booking is essential).

Monday 9 April and Monday 20 August

RED SQUIRREL SAFARI
Kielder Castle
Search for red squirrels and discover their way of life in a 
changing world. Join professional naturalist Bruce 
Ferguson to track down one of Britain’s best 
loved animals. 
Age 6+, accompanied by an adult (maximum four children 
per adult).
Time: 10am to 11.30am.
Cost: £5 per person.
Book: www.natureholiday.co.uk or call 01388 529154 
(booking is essential).

Saturday 21 April

WORLD FISH MIGRATION DAY AT 
KIELDER SALMON CENTRE
A family event where you can find out more about the life 
of migratory fish and see the vital conservation work 
to protect endangered pearl mussels, before taking a 
short walk to the smolt trap to get hands on with some 
young salmon.
Time: 2.30pm.
Cost: Free.
Book: e-mail WFMD_NE@environment-agency.gov.uk 
(booking is essential as places are limited).



Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays from 21 April 
to mid-August. Wednesdays from July until mid-August

OSPREY WATCH
Kielder Waterside
Join our experienced volunteers who will help you to 
observe the beautiful Kielder ospreys. You can see all of 
the action close up through a live camera feed and even 
spot the birds on their nest using high powered 
telescopes. Trained volunteers will be on hand to answer 
any questions you may have.
Time: 11am to 4.30pm
Cost: Free (donations are welcome).
Book: Booking is not essential. Visit 
www.visitkielder.com for updated events and 
osprey information.

Various dates from May to mid-August

WILDLIFE AND OSPREY MOTOR 
BOAT CRUISES
Calvert Trust and Northumberland Wildlife Trust will be 
running guided wildlife and osprey motor boat cruises 
around Kielder Water.
Cost: £23
Book: To book or for more information visit 
www.visitkielder.com/events or call 01434 250 232 
(booking is essential).

Sunday 6 May and Monday 7 May

WILD AT KIELDER FESTIVAL
Various locations in Kielder Water & Forest Park
The Wild at Kielder Festival offers two days full of wildlife 
themed activities and events suitable for the whole family. 
There’s plenty to keep young and older visitors alike 
entertained, while discovering the fun and passion that an 
outdoor lifestyle brings. 
Activities range from forest wildlife safaris, food foraging, 
osprey watching and den building to pond dipping, alpaca 
walks or even a Ratty Ramble to look for water voles. The 
Gruffalo will be making an appearancee and you can follow 
the Highway Rat Trail.                                 
Some activities are free so just turn up and decide what to 
do on the day. Other activities are bookable in advance so 
check out the dedicated event website to avoid 
disappointment! 
Time: From 10.30am.
Cost: Free or chargeable depending on event.
Book/find out more: www.nwt.org.uk/wildatkielder

12, 13 May, 2 June, 12 August, 15 September

WILD FOOD FORAGING DAY 
Kielder Campsite
These full day foraging courses begin in the springtime 
when the new growth of plants produce an abundance of 
choice for the forager, and move on to focus on wild 
mushrooms later in the year.
Time: 10.30am to 4.30pm.
Cost: Adult, £65; Child, £45; Family, £150.
Book: www.northernwilds.co.uk (booking is essential).

Thursday 31 May,  Thursday 19 July, Thursday 30 August

RATTY RAMBLE
Kielder Castle
Hear about our Restoring Ratty project to re-introduce 
water voles to Kielder. Go out into the forest to look for 
signs of our recently released furry friends and, with lots 
of crossed fingers, maybe even see a real live one!
Time: 1pm to 3pm (31 May), 10am to 12pm (19 July and 
30 August).
Cost: £3.
Book: www.nwt.org.uk/whats-on; or contact 
01434 250898 (booking is essential).



Monday 13 August

A NIGHT SAFARI
Hunt for the elusive night life of the forest including bats, 
owls and creepy crawlies of all descriptions. Join 
professional naturalist, Bruce Ferguson, on a night time 
expedition in search of some of the nocturnal inhabitants 
of the forest.  Age 8+ recommended.
Time: 9pm to 10.30pm.
Cost: £5 per person.
Book: www.natureholiday.co.uk or call 01388 529154 
(booking is essential)

Sunday 19 August
WATER VOLES: PUBLIC 
RELEASE EVENT
Kielder Castle
Join us for the second water vole release of 2018. We'll 
show you the whole process of releasing voles and take 
you to some of the sites we have released at; there may 
also be the chance to release some water voles 
yourselves in small groups.
Time: 11am to 2pm.
Cost: £5.
Book: www.nwt.org.uk/whats-on; or contact 
01434 250898 (booking is essential).

 

Sunday 8 July and Sunday 4 November
ESSENTIAL BUSHCRAFT 
SURVIVAL SKILLS
Kielder Castle
Learn the basics for survival in a forest environment with 
a top northern bushcraft teacher - shelter, fire, food and 
water.  Age 16+.
Time: 9.30am to 4.30pm.
Cost: £50 per person.
Book: www.natureholiday.co.uk or call 01388 529154 
(booking is essential).

Monday 6 August
FAMILY BUSHCRAFT 
SURVIVAL CHALLENGE
Kielder Castle
A family survival adventure; stick together, solve the 
problems, learn the skills, stay alive. Your light airplane
has crash landed in dense forest hundreds of miles 
from civilisation.
Time: 10.30am to 4.30pm.
Cost: £50 for a family of up to 4, £10 per 
additional person.
Book: www.natureholiday.co.uk or call 01388 529154 
(booking is essential).



Sunday 21 October and Monday 22 October
EDIBLE WILD MUSHROOMS
Kielder Castle
There’s a certain amount of fear in Britain about eating 
wild mushrooms and, although we do well to treat them 
with respect, fungi can be a wonderful source of food and 
can add a great deal of interest and variation to our 
meals. Find out more!
Time: 1.30pm to 3.30pm.
Cost: £15 per person.
Book: www.natureholidays.co.uk or call 01388 529154 
(booking is essential).

KIELDER WATER
& FOREST PARK

At England’s number one visitor experience*, there’s a 
whole host of activities you can do in your own time such 
as walking, cycling and mountain biking. What’s more we 
have an exciting events programme all year round.

This handy guide should help you make the most of your 
time or plan an upcoming visit. For more information, go 
to www.visitkielder.com or if you’re on site, pop 
into one of our three visitor centres – Tower Knowe, 
Kielder Waterside or Kielder Castle.

Enjoy your greater outdoors!

For regular updates about events, please check 
www.visitkielder.com/events. For more information 
about Kielder Water & Forest Park, please contact: 
Tel: 0845 155 0236 Email: info@visitkielder.com

      www.facebook.com/kielder
      @visitkielder
      visitkielder
      pinterest.com/visitkielder

All details were accurate at the time of going to print in March 2018. 
Kielder Water & Forest Park Development Trust accepts no 
responsibility for inaccuracies that may be printed in this guide. Please 
refer to www.visitkielder.com for regular information updates.

* As voted by VisitEngland 2013.


